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David’s Mighty Men (Hebrew: Gibborim) were an elite The Twelve Apostles were the core disciples Jesus

group of warriors who served King David, renowned chose to follow him, learn from him, and carry his

for extraordinary acts of courage and loyalty. message after his death and resurrection.

What They Had in Common

Loyalty to their leader: Both were devoted to the one they followed, whether David in the wilderness
or Jesus on the road.

Courage in the face of death: Both willingly faced mortal danger for the sake of their leader and his mission.

Named and remembered: Scripture preserves their names deliberately. Both lists serve as honor rolls,
ensuring that those who served faithfully are not forgotten.

Loyalty to their leader: Both were devoted to the one they followed, whether David in the wilderness
or Jesus on the road.

Ordinary men who became legendary: Neither group was composed of the obvious elites of their day.
They became extraordinary through their association with their leader and the calling they answered.

Brotherhood and shared hardship: Both formed deep bonds through enduring difficulty together,
whether on the run from Saul or persecuted across the Roman Empire.

Diverse backgrounds unified by purpose: Both groups drew from varied walks of life (warriors from different
tribes and regions; fishermen, a tax collector, a possible zealot) and welded into a band by a common cause.

Foundational to God’s unfolding story: The Mighty Men helped establish the Davidic kingdom, which Scripture
presents as a foreshadowing of Christ’s kingdom; the apostles became the foundation of the church that
proclaims that kingdom. The two groups bookend a larger narrative arc.

Human flaws alongside their virtues: The Mighty Men include Uriah (whom David wronged) and likely others
with failings; the apostles include Peter’s denial, Thomas’s doubt, the brothers’ ambition, and Judas’s betrayal.
Their greatness shines brighter because Scripture doesn’t hide their weaknesses.

Like Jesus calling fishermen, David gathers the distressed, the indebted, and the discontented. Both leaders
draw their followers from the margins rather than the elite, and both transform those followers into something
greater than what they were.



David’s Mighty Men & The 12 Apostles

Their charactistics, their commonality.

Each Group’s Characteristics

Fierce loyalty: Many joined David when he was a fugitive
with nothing to offer, and gathered at the cave of
Adullam when he was hunted by Saul. They bet on him
before he was king.

Self-sacrifice: They risked their lives not just in strategic
battles but even for small, personal acts of devotion to
their leader (the water from Bethlehem’s well).

Brotherhood: They operated as a tight-knit band, and
many are listed alongside brothers or kin, suggesting deep
familial and relational bonds.

Initiative: They didn't wait for orders. Many of their
exploits are solo acts of bravery done because the moment
demanded it.

Endurance: Men like Eleazar fought past the point of
physical exhaustion, and the group sustained itself over
decades of David's reign.

Humility under a greater leader: They served David's
vision rather than seeking their own glory, and David in
turn honored them by preserving their names.

Skill and excellence: They were masters of their craft.
Benaiah could kill a lion in a pit on a snowy day; Abishai
could take on hundreds single-handedly; Asahel was
famously swift.

Willingness to leave everything: Fishermen abandoned
boats and nets, Matthew left a lucrative tax booth, and
others left homes and families to follow Him.

Teachability: Despite frequent misunderstandings, they
kept learning, asking questions, seeking clarification, and
growing in understanding over three years of discipleship.

Faith in the unseen: They believed Jesus was the Messiah
on the basis of his words and works alone, before His
resurrection confirmed it.

Endurance through suffering: Martyred, beaten, exiled, and
imprisoned, accepting punishment rather than recant.

Boldness after Pentecost: The same men who hid in fear
after the crucifixion preached openly in Jerusalem within
weeks, unafraid of arrest, flogging, or death.

Community and shared mission: They held possessions
in common in the early Jerusalem church, supported
one another, and collaborated across their differences.

Missionary courage: They took the gospel to places far
beyond their comfort zones: Thomas to India, Andrew to
Scythia, others across the Roman Empire: into cultures

and languages unfamiliar to them.

Witness and testimony: Their defining role was bearing
witness to what they had seen and heard, and they did
so faithfully even when it cost them everything.

Willingness to include outsiders: Peter opened the
gospel to Gentiles, and the group embraced the radical
decision to welcome Gentile believers without requiring
full adherence to Jewish ceremonial law.

Humility and repentance: Peter wept bitterly after
denying Jesus and was restored; Thomas moved from
doubt to one of the most profound confessions ("My
Lord and my God"); all consistently acknowledged their
failures in the Gospels they helped shape.
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